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We would like to thank everyone who helped make  
the 1st Annual Huckleberry Fest a huge success! 

 Affordable  

 Consignments 

 Alturas Analytics 

 Anytime Fitness 

 Artbeat 

 Bed, Bath & Beyond 

 Best Western Plus 

 BookPeople 

 Castle Carpet Cleaning 

 Cowgirl Chocolates 

 Fiegel Chiropractic & 

 Wellness 

 Germer Construction 

 Gritman Medical Center 

 Hair & Face Salon 

 Glenda Hawley 

 HK Creative 

 Headquarters Hair Salon 

 Higginson’s 

 Hodgins Drug 

 Kirsch & Clark 

 KJH Engineering 

 La Casa Lopez 

 Latah County Title Co. 

 Mann & Stanke, CPA 

 Maialina 

 McCoy Plumbing & Heating 

 Moscow Ale House 

 Moscow Auto 

 Moscow Food Co-Op 

 Northwest River Supply 

 One World Café 

 Palouse Commercial  

 Real Estate 

 Palouse Surgery Center 

 Papé Machinery 

 Peterson Cookhouse 

 Pickard Orthodontics 

 Presnell Gage, PLLC 

 Printstop 

 Ginger & David Rankin 

 Sam Dial Jewelers 

 Sangria 

 Stu Scott 

 Bob & Dottie Smith 

 Spence Hardware 

 Staples 

 The Rock Church 

 Thorogold Stables 

 USA Dry Pea & Lentil Council 

 Vandal Meats 

 Kathy Weber 

 

Join us again next year for more 
huckleberry deliciousness! 

 
 
 

Father’s Day, June 21, 2020 
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Sojourners’  
Alliance 

 
 
 

 
Board of Directors 

Dale Gentry, President 
Ryan Watson, Vice President 
Pat Monger, Secretary  
Carl Hunt, Past President 
Henri Sivula 
Ginger Rankin 
Elisabeth Berlinger 
Tom Clayton 
Darrell Keim 

 
Staff 

Stephen Bonnar, Executive Director 
Rebecca Rucker Office Manager 
Cliff McAleer, Case Manager 
Janna Jones, Access Point Intake Specialist 
Autumn Burnet, Security Monitor 
Elaina Pierson, Administrative Specialist 
 

This issue of Sojourners’ Alliance News  
was edited by Elaina Pierson. 

 
Office: 627 N Van Buren St 

 Moscow ID 83843 
Phone: (208) 883-3438 

Email: sojourners.alliance@gmail.com 
www.sojournersalliance.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mission Statement 

Sojourners’ Alliance is a private, non-profit 
organization working toward a vision of  
dignity and respect for all people. Our mission 
is to confront the barriers that lead to hunger, 
homelessness and poverty through direct  
intervention with those in need by providing a 
safe and comfortable living environment 
while receiving intensive case management. 
We are actively engaged in community efforts 
to address root issues while advocating for 
those in need. 

Support your local United Way 

A letter from our new board president 

Dear Reader, 
 
I am pleased to be the new president of the Board of Directors of  
Sojourners Alliance, and to serve with the other members of the 
Board. They are a talented, delightful, and passionate group, who  
are committed to help provide resources for people who are or have 
been homeless. 
 
I’d like to let you know a little of who I am. I grew up on a small 
family farm in southern Idaho where we raised irrigated crops and 
milked dairy cows. It was there that my dad ensured that I had a 
strong work ethic (in spite of my resistance). I earned my bachelors 
and master’s degrees at the University of Idaho before working as a 
school psychologist and special education teacher in western Wash-
ington, where my wife and I raised three children. I earned my  
doctorate at the University of Washington and returned to the UI as 
 a faculty member preparing special education teachers; I later  
served as Dean of the College of Education.  
 
After retiring from the University, I took the next several years  
caring for my wife of 50 years, Pat Gentry, who had metastatic 
breast cancer. After she died, I began to re-engage with the commu-
nity and later remarried to my now wife, Cynthia Muskat. I also  
became a member of the Board of Directors of Sojourners’ and  
began to learn the plights of homeless people. 
 
I have reflected on the good fortune I have had in my life. I have had 
the opportunity to work, to have safe housing, enough food to eat, 
decent medical care, the resources to support and raise my family, 
and to have a satisfying career. I have not experienced the extreme 
challenges that many homeless people have faced. But, I understand 
their desire to have a stable life, a job, adequate resources to live, and 
a place to call home.   
 
I will do my best to help Sojourners’ thrive and grow, so it can help 
homeless people rise to the challenges they face and get a new start 
in their lives. I hope you will join me in redoubling our efforts to 
make a difference in the lives of people who have faced so many ob-
stacles.  
 
My best to you all, 
 
Dale Gentry  
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From the Director’s Chair 

I  am about to complete my 13th year as the Execu-
tive Director of Sojourners’ Alliance, and what a 
journey it has been. I have seen many things and  
experienced many situations that would make a  
person cringe, yet I have persevered and am finally 
reaping the rewards of what I believe in: giving the 
homeless HOPE! 
 
Consultation 
 
Earlier this year, Avista pledged funding for an  
outside consultant, which allowed us to bring in  
Ashley Ohme. The consultation has been one of the 
best things to happen within our organization. She 
spent several days interviewing staff and board  
members to gather input, and followed it up with a 
workshop for board members and staff to identify 
specific focus areas, goals, and tasks. It gave the 
board a clear understanding of their roles, and what 
we need to tackle in the upcoming months and years. 
 
Huckleberry Fest 
 
We finally found our niche for another major fund-
raising event. For years, we have wanted to establish 
a second major fundraiser that does not compete with 
other events, and to find a time/date/day that 
fits. The Huckleberry Fest on Father’s Day 
is now that event! We grossed over $13,000 
with this first foray. There were a few 
glitches that we overcame and now know 
how to better plan for it next year:  One, we 
will have all the same type of waffle mak-
ers, thus they all cook the same time and 
way. Two, we will offer the choice of either 
huckleberry syrup or a huckleberry sauce to 
put on the waffles. We also plan to expand 
the event to include other items for sale: 
more huckleberry jam, dyed textile items 
from huckleberries, as well as music and 
artists. 
 
Additionally, the leftover syrup has been 
canned and we are offering it for sale now. 
There are currently a number of  
32-ounce jars of huckleberry syrup  
available to purchase for $40 each.  
Contact our office if you are interested! 
 
 

 
Avenues for Hope 
 
Our other major fundraising event has been the Ave-
nues for Hope campaign, beginning this year on De-
cember 12th. We will be having a celebration that 
late afternoon/early evening at the 1912 Center with 
homemade finger foods and treats. Keep an eye out 
for more information in the coming months. 
 
The Best for Last! Souls of Sojourners 
 
We have started a new Facebook page called “Souls 
of Sojourners.” Current and past participants, staff, 
and board members will share stories anonymously. 
Some of the stories are written by the person and  
others are being done by interview. We want to keep 
them anonymous as much as possible so their voices 
can be heard. I am just one of the voices of  
Sojourners’. 
 
  Genuinely, 
  Stephen H. Bonnar, Ed.S. 
  Executive Director  

Sojourners’ board members and volunteers getting ready for the  
1st Annual Huckleberry Fest at the 1912 Center on June 16. 
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That was then, this is now 

I t has been an interesting journey since last fall as 
we negotiated our financial stability and revisited 
ways that we had previously sustained ourselves. I 
absorbed the full-time on-site case manager posi-
tion November 1st, saving us $4,000 a month. The 
grants we have from the feds cover one full-time 
position year round while another grant covers our 
Access Point person seven months. We had hoped 
that our major fundraising campaign in December 
would give us a bit more time to figure out our sus-
tainability. Despite incubating the Latah Recovery 
Center (October thru January) and the donations 
that came through them that we could use towards 
the Avenues for Hope, we fell short in our donation 
projections by $25,000 from what the two previous 
years had been. 
 
The issue at hand was that we had been self-
funding our transitional housing program since 
June 2016 and it was clear that without other fund-
ing sources we would have to shut it down. I met 
with Associate Justice John Stegner of the Idaho 
Supreme Court, along with District Court Judge 
John Judge, the district manager of Probation and 
Parole, and various other folks trying in vain to 
find a revenue stream that would continue our  
operations. January moved to February without  
any viable financial streams presenting themselves. 
Others offered numerous ideas on how we could 
sustain ourselves with or without the transitional 
housing program: turning our units into a motel, 
renting to college students, a clean and sober 
house, or just basic rentals. Any of these options 
meant that the office manager and security monitor 
would have to be laid off. 
 
It was clear to me that we provide a service that is 
highly desired for our community yet the financial 
resources to maintain it were not available. I also 
had to consider the folks who were living on-site in 
our program along with the future negative finan-
cial flows. My only choice after weighing out all 
the options was to close the transitional housing 
program. I gave notice late March with a heavy 
heart because I know that what we do has changed 
many people’s lives for the better. 
 
Five days later, I pulled the proverbial rabbit out of 
a hat and came up with a way in which we could 
maintain our transitional housing program: by 

charging a $350 program fee for those living at  
Sojourners’. The current participants were notified 
of the change, and it was implemented on May 1st. 
Those folks who come in with no income and are 
able to work will have a month to secure full-time 
employment. Those with documented disabilities 
will not be required to seek employment, but must 
go through the process of applying for Social Secu-
rity benefits. Our off-site housing program now 
requires any new participants to pay 30% of their 
income as a program fee. The financial result has 
been incredible. 
 
When we initiated the program fees May 1st, we 
were sitting on $13,000 in unpaid bills. As time  
has gone on, we have been able to bill out on our  
federal grants every two weeks rather than once a 
month. The Access Point grant cycle renewed July 
1st which means we are now able to be reimbursed 
for the billable hours. We are currently waiting on 
$13,000 in billings for various grants, and have a 
pending deposit of $5,500. Our yearly D&O insur-
ance (Director’s and Operations insurance that  
protects the board from personally being sued) and 
quarterly liability insurance all come due this 
month. Despite the cost of operations we will have 
approximately $10,000 to make future payroll and 
bills this month. The hidden downside to achieving 
this amazing turnaround is that I personally have 
not been able to cash a paycheck in almost three 
months. 
 
I have to ensure that we are able to make our pay-
roll and pay all of the costs associated with doing 
business for all of our housing programs. Based on 
the significant changes we have implemented in 
our program fees, I perceive that, for the first time 
in my tenure, we will ultimately have a positive 
cash flow in the near future. And maybe, at some 
point by the end of this year, be able to hire a full-
time on-site case manager. 
 
It has been a challenging period of time and as we 
move into this new phase we are all incredibly 
hopeful for what the future will bring. 
 
   —Stephen Bonnar 



Wish List 
 

If you can help by contributing  
any of these items, they would 

be greatly appreciated.  
 
 Toilet paper 
 Paper towels 
 Kleenex 
 Large garbage bags  

 (30+ gallon) 
 Kitchen garbage bags  

 (13 gallon) 
 Dish soap 
 Sanitizing/disinfecting 

 wipes 
 Hand sanitizer 
 Toilet cleaner 
 Window cleaner 
 Pine-sol 
 Laundry soap 
 Nonperishable food 
 Large & small freezer bags 
 DVD/VHS players 
 Twin size sheet sets 
 Bed pillows 
 Blankets 
 Huckleberries—the biggest 

expenditure by far with the 
Huckleberry Fest is purchas-
ing the berries from local 
fruit stands. If you are out 
hunting the delightful little 
fruit this summer, please 
consider sharing some with 
us! We will happily store 
them for next year. 

 
If you have items you would 

like to donate, or are wondering 
if we can use a particular item, 

please give us a call at  
(208) 883-3438. Thank you! 
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Accomplishments Fact Sheet 
2018-2019 

1) Closure of Syringa 

Trailer Court:  
disbursed $22,969 to 
29 households as 
they transitioned to 
other housing. All of 
our staff time was 
donated. 

 
2)  Wells Fargo  

Foundation:  
disbursed $5,000 to 
29 Adults and 8  
children, a total of 
154 bed nights. All 
our staff time was 
donated. 

 
3)  Permanent  

Supportive  
Housing: 
disbursed $71,000 in 
rent and $10,000 in 
utilities for 10 
households, equaling 
7,083 bed nights 
over the course of a 
year. Case manage-
ment provided. 

 
4) Homeless  

Prevention: 
disbursed $6,000 to 
83 people to help 

with power shut-off 
and/or eviction. 

 

5)  Access Point:  
We are the designat-
ed screening site for 
Idaho’s Region 2 for 
all households seek-
ing help with their 
housing. Conducted 
750 screenings over 
the course of a year. 

 

6)  Housing Specialist: 
helps explore the  
resources available 
for a household 
seeking support. 

 
7)  Transitional  

Housing:  
We provide housing 
for 12 men, 4 wom-
en and 3 families 
that had been home-
less, equaling 7,000 
to 8,500 bed nights 
per year.  Case man-
agement provided, as 
well as a security 
monitor who lives 
on-site to handle any 
after-hours emergen-
cies. 



Sojourners’ Alliance 
Bringing the Pieces Together 
 

627 N Van Buren St 
Moscow ID 83843 

Nonprofit  
Organization 

US Postage Paid 
Moscow, Idaho 
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If you would like to make a change to the 
name or address by which you are  

receiving this newsletter, or would like to 
be added or removed from our mailing list, 

please call 208-883-3438, or email  
sojourners.alliance@gmail.com 
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