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From the Director’s Chair 

A s a therapist, I once met a per-
son who could break Arabian 

horses in three days without break-
ing their spirits. This person was 
known throughout the western 
states. They had a gift.  
 A number of years ago, a 
good friend of mine asked, “Did you 
know your grandfather is a famous 
artist?” I grew up with his paintings 
in my home and thought nothing of 
it. I looked up his name on Google, 
James King Bonnar, and low and 
behold, there were pages and pages 
of articles about him. I have tried 
painting, even taken classes, but 
have never come close to his talent. 
He had a gift.   
 These experiences and many 
more helped me to accept that I too 
have a gift: to help people! It is in 
my nature to deal with severe crisis 
and support positive change.  
 In my beginnings as a thera-
pist, I knew a person who had accu-
mulated multiple criminal charges in 
five different counties, and I asked 
my boss why he went to the lengths 

he did to help this person. His re-
sponse was, “It is easy to work with 
the ones who want help. The ones 
who need help the most are the ones 
who don’t want it, and that is what 
we are here for.” This profound in-
sight has shaped the work I do. 
 Our folks, for the most part, 
do not have much going for them. 
They have exhausted family, friends, 
and acquaintances due to a wide va-
riety of issues. It is our role to hold 
them to the boundaries/rules while 
exploring what they believe they 
need to do to get back on their feet. 
Each one of our folks has, at some 
time in their life, had an experience 
that brought them joy, happiness, 
excitement, and a sense of meaning. 
Each person that I have had the op-
portunity to know has a gift. It is a 
matter of helping them re-awaken 
that gift. Thus, we believe in them 
until they are able to believe in 
themselves. Sojourners’ Alliance is 
a gift to those who are able to accept 
it. 
  —Steve Bonnar 

Wish List 
 
 

If you can help by  
contributing any of these 

items, they would be  
greatly appreciated.  

 
 New bed pillows 
 Food: peanut butter,  

 cereal, instant oatmeal, 
 canned items (tuna, 
 soup, stew, chili, etc.) 

 Toiletries: razors, shaving 
 cream, body wash,  
 lotion, nail clippers 

 Winter hats, gloves & 
 scarves 

 New socks & underwear 
 for men, women, and 
 children 

 Garbage bags  
 (13 & 30+ gallon) 

 Laundry soap 
 Sanitizing/disinfecting 

 wipes 
 Hand sanitizer 
 Toilet paper, paper towels, 

 kleenex 
 

If you have items you would 
like to donate, or are won-

dering if we can use a partic-
ular item, please give us a 

call at (208) 883-3438. 
Thank you! Sojourners’ staff at the Grand Reopening Celebration on July 27, 2018. 

Left to right: Steve Bonnar, Elaina Pierson, Cliff McAleer, Janna Jones,  
and Rebecca Rucker 
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Board of Directors 

Carl Hunt, President 
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Pat Monger, Secretary  
Henri Sivula 
Eric Burnet 
Ginger Rankin 
Elisabeth Berlinger 
Dale Gentry 
Darrell Keim 

 
Staff 

Stephen Bonnar, Executive Director 
Rebecca Rucker Office Manager 
Cliff McAleer, Case Manager 
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Autumn Kisner, Security Monitor 
 

This issue of Sojourners’ Alliance News  
was edited by Elaina Pierson. 
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Mission Statement 

Sojourners’ Alliance is a private, non-profit 
organization working toward a vision of  
dignity and respect for all people. Our mission 
is to confront the barriers that lead to hunger, 
homelessness and poverty through direct  
intervention with those in need by providing a 
safe and comfortable living environment 
while receiving intensive case management. 
We are actively engaged in community efforts 
to address root issues while advocating for 
those in need. 

Support your local United Way 

W e have weathered our fair share of challenges over the 
past two and a half years. I could say, “Why us?” but 

the answer would be, “Why not!” So we roll with what life 
gives us and make lemonade. We would not be in the position 
we are in today if it were not for an incredible staff, past and 
present. Each one of them brings a special ingredient from 
their spirit that allows us to face the challenges and move for-
ward. The loss of $100K in funding - we have continued. The 
assault on myself - we have continued. The fire in the men’s 
house - we have continued, and are better for it. Each one of 
these challenges has tested our integrity, values, morals, and 
purpose, but we have succeeded despite the adversity. 
 
We continue to advance the cooperation between different 
communities in our area, whether they are border towns in 
Washington or rural communities like Grangeville and 
Kooskia. The programs we offer today are much greater in 
scope than ever before. We are sharing a Housing Specialist 
position with the Salvation Army in Lewiston. We have also 
passed along motel vouchers to them and the Family Promise 
program in Lewiston. We have partnered with Health & Wel-
fare to get Homeless Prevention funds out to the rural parts of 
our region. We are developing partnerships in the rural areas 
to potentially bring $40K of Homeless Prevention funds while 
developing monthly support through a conference phone line. 
We see the need and we are working toward helping those 
who are generally out of physical reach of our support. 
 
Our greatest challenge as we go forward is our financial lon-
gevity. The Avenues for Hope campaign has been an amazing 
boon for us, but this is not enough to meet our long-term fi-
nancial obligations. Our Board of Directors is currently ex-
ploring options on how to maximize our assets while poten-
tially expanding our services. We believe we will resolve this 
on-going dilemma, and move beyond day-to-day survival to 
the point that we are self-sufficient. I look forward to my re-
flections a year from now on how we meet the challenges and, 
despite the adversity, succeed. 
 
For every problem, there is a solution.  
 
     —Steve Bonnar  

Success and Challenges 



A Changing of the Guard: 
Security Staff, Past and Present 
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Present and past security monitors, Autumn Kisner and Tom Clayton 

 
Emergency Funds 

via Wells Fargo 
& Home Partnership 

Foundation 
1/1/2018-7/31/2018 

 
15 households served 

24 adults 
28 children 

 
 

 
 
 

Project Warmth  
Permanent Housing 
12/1/2017-11/30/2018 

 
7090 Bednights 

16 adults 
7 children 

 
 

 
 
 

Homeless Prevention 
(rent/utility assistance) 

1/1/2018-9/30/2018 
 

26 households served 
38 adults 

41 children 
 
 

 
 
 

Rapid Rehousing 
(homeless assistance) 

1/1/2018-9/30/2018 
 

23 households served 
30 adults 
9 children 

S
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W hen I came to Sojourners Alliance I had spent 
several years on a negative life path. I was 

ready for a change, but needed guidance and structure 
in order to make those changes. With the help of So-
journers’ Alliance, the local recovery community, and 
the Latah County Drug Court program, I completely 
changed my life. I learned how to live again. While 
living at Sojourners’ Alliance I got and kept a job, 
and eventually saved up money and got an apartment 
with another participant. More importantly I learned 
how to live sober. I truly got a new start at life and I 
couldn't be more grateful. 
 A few months ago, I was asked if I would like 
to come be a security monitor for Sojourners’ and I 
was honored. Tom left very big shoes to fill but I was 
happy to join the team and give Tom the opportunity 
to retire. I am still pretty new, but am enjoying the 
job, and hope to be a part of the team for a long time. 

W e first met Tom in early 2008 when he moved 
in to the men’s house, and in August of that 

year, he became our security monitor. This role main-
ly involves doing nighttime curfew checks of our  
on-site folks, and occasionally handling a crisis after 
office hours. His personality and overall demeanor 
made him a perfect fit for the job: friendly yet asser-
tive, objective, not a “power tripper”, and, most  
importantly, the ability to stay calm under the most 
harrowing of circumstances. A lot of situations were 
resolved quickly and with minimal conflict thanks to 
him.  
 As retirement age approached, he decided it 
was time to step away from the position, and the tran-
sition was officially complete in August of this year. 
Tom truly helped define what we need in a security 
monitor, and we are grateful that he chose to spend 
these last ten years with us.  
 Tom, from your friends at Sojourners’: 
  Thank you! 

Outgoing: Tom Clayton Incoming: Autumn Kisner 



Grand Reopening Celebration 
July 27, 2018 
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Clockwise from top left: Mayor Bill Lambert speaks 
before the ribbon cutting; gathering for the ceremo-
ny; Board President Carl Hunt prepares to cut the 

ribbon; Sojourners’ staff, “now do something silly!”; 
grill master Cliff McAleer 
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In 2017, the Avenues for Hope campaign raised $42,000 for Sojourners’ Alliance!  
Will you help us do even better this year?  

Here are some of the prizes we could win because of your donation: 

Early Birds + Bonus  —  $600 
Awarded to the organizations that receive at least 12 
unique gifts via the website by  11 am (Pacific Time) 

on the first day, December 12.  

 

Early Birds  —  $300 
Awarded to the organizations that receive at least 12 
unique gifts via the website between 7 am and 11 am 

(Pacific Time) any weekday of the campaign.  

Random Drawing  —  $100 
One donor will have $100 awarded to the nonprofit 

they donated to via the website. Random drawings will 
be held each weekday of the campaign from donations 

received in the previous 24 hours or weekends on 
Mondays. Each organization can only win once.  

 

Weekend Warriors  —  $300 
Awarded to the organizations that receive at least 12 
unique gifts via the website during a single weekend 

(midnight Friday through midnight Sunday, Mountain 
Time) of the campaign. Each organization can only win 

once.  

Domestic Dozen  —  300 
Awarded to the organizations that receive unique gifts 
via the website from at least 12 different U.S. States 

throughout the campaign.  

 

Surpass the Past  —  $500 
Awarded to the organizations that receive a larger num-
ber of donations in 2018 than they did in 2017 (online 
and offline gifts will be counted toward this prize).  

Most Raised Statewide  —  $5,000, $4,000, $3,000 
Awarded to the top three organizations with the most 
money raised statewide. Only one gift of $25 or more 

per donor made online or offline will be counted. 

 

Most Donors Statewide  —  $5,000, $4,000, $3,000 
Awarded to the top three organizations with the most 

donors statewide. Only one gift of $25 or more per do-
nor made online or offline will be counted 

Most Donors - Northern Region  
$3,000, $2,000, $1,000 

Awarded to the top three organizations with the most 
money raised in the North region that did not win a 

statewide prize in this category.  

 

Most Donors - Northern Region  
$3,000, $2,000, $1,000 

Awarded to the top three organizations with the most 
donors in the North region that did not win a statewide 

prize in this category.  

Start: December 12, 7am PST  End: December 31, 11pm PST 

Our direct donation page:  

avenuesforhope.org/organizations/sojourners-alliance 

Thanks to the Home Partnership Foundation and the  
many sponsors who make this event possible! 

For questions call us at (208) 883-3438 or visit avenuesforhope.org 
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If you would like to make a change to the 
name or address by which you are  

receiving this newsletter, or would like to 
be added or removed from our mailing list, 

please call 208-883-3438, or email  
sojourners.alliance@gmail.com 

Our biggest fundraiser of the year! 

December 12 - 31, 2018 

Each individual gift of $25 or more to Sojourners’ 
Alliance via this website makes us eligible for 

thousands of dollars in match grants and prizes 

Avenuesforhope.org 


